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Mary Catherine Snyder / Peter Harris \
SDOT Scofflaw Booting Program ORD
November 17, 2010

Version #6

ORDINANCE )25%%‘7

AN ORDINANCE relating to enforcement and timely payment of parking infractions; providing
authority for the Seattle Police Department to immobilize and impound vehicles with four
or more outstanding parking infractions when in a public right-of-way or on public
property; establishing notice, payment, vehicle release, public education and
administrative review requirements and procedures; adding a new Chapter 11.35 to the
Seattle Municipal Code; and, amending Seattle Municipal Code Sections 11.30.040 and
11.30.120.

WHEREAS, RCW 46.55.240(1)(a) authorizes a city to authorize by ordinance the impoundment
of vehicles from the public right-of-way or other publicly owned or controlled property in
such situations as the city may prescribe; and

WHEREAS, parking in the public right-of- way is regulated to promote traffic safety, enhance
traffic flow and, in certain areas of high demand for parking such as business and
residential districts, to fairly allocate parking spaces by regulating, charglng for or
limiting parking time; and

WHEREAS, a more efficient enforcement program for those vehicles in scofflaw with four or
more outstanding parking citations, is necessary to better allocate limited parking
resources; and

WHEREAS, although the great majority of those receiving parking citations respond
appropriately, some vehicles are repeatedly ticketed for parking violations that are then
not paid, thereby, negatively impacting traffic flow, access to curbspace, and parking
turnover; and

WHEREAS, the nature of these parking problems calls for efforts, in certain cases, to

immobilize or remove these vehicles from the public right-of-way to allow others to
make lawful use of available parking spaces; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. A new Chapter 11.35 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:
11.35 IMMOBILIZATION

11.35.010 Scofflaw list

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 1
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A. When there are four or more parkiﬁg citations issued against a vehicle for each of
which a person has failed to respond, failed to appear at a requested hearing, or failed to pay
amounts due for at least 45 days from thé date of the filing of each of those citations, the Seattle
Municipal Court shall place the vehicle on a list of scofflaws, and shall mail, by first class mail, aj
notice to the last known registered owner of the vehicle, as disclosed by the vehicle license
number as provided by the Washington State Department of Licensing or equivalent vehicle
licensihg agency of the state in which the vehicle is registered.

B. The registered vehicle owner may request an administrative review at thé Seattle
Municipal Court at any time that the vehicle is on the scofflaw list until the vehicle has been
immobilized or impounded. The review should only examine whether the vehicle is properly on
the scofflaw list and shall not review the underlying citations that caused the vehicle to be -
included on the scofflaw list. The vehicle shall be removed from the list only upon a showing by
the registered ownef that either:

1. fewer than four of the citations that caused the vehicle to be included on the
scofflaw list were committed while the current registered owner was the legal owner of the
vehicle; or

2. all amounts due pertaining to the citations that met the criteria for scofflaw under
Section 11.35.010 A have been satisfied in full.

C. A vehicle shall remain on the scofflaw list until all penalties, fines, or fees owed
relating to all parking citations, plus all immobilizatioﬁ, towing, and storage charges and
administrative fees have been paid, or a time payment plan has been arranged with the Seattle

Municipal Court or authorized agent.

Form Last Revised onDecember 31, 2007 2
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D. When a time payment plan is created, the subject vehicle shall be temporarily
removed from the scbfﬂa\;\/ list and the payment amounts shall be applied on a pro rata basis until
all penalties, fines or fees owed relating to all parking citations are satisﬁed. 'A vehicle that has
been temporarily removed from the scofflaw list shall be returned to the list if the owner defaults
on the time paymenfagreement, in accordance with guidelines adopted by the Seattle Municipal
Court.

11.35.020 Immobilization

A. Effective July 1, 2011 and thereafter, if the notice requirements under Section
11.35.010 A have been met, and if parked in public right-of-way or on other publicly owned or
controlled property, a vehicle on the scofflaw list may be immobilized by installing on such
vehicle a device known as a "boot," which clamps and locks onto the vehicle wheel and impedes
vehicle movement. If a vehicle is immobilized, it shall not be released ﬁntil full payment has
been made, or a time payment agreement has been entered into for all outstanding penalties,
fines, or fees owed for all parking citations, plus all immobilization, towing, and storage charges
and administrative fees.

B. Any vehicle that remains booted for 48 hours or more, not including any of the 48
hours from the beginning of Saturday until the end of Sunday, or which becomes illegally parked
while booted, shall be subject to towing and impoundment pursuant to Section 11.30.040. Tﬁe
Seattle Department of Transportation and Seattle Police Department shall issue joint guidelines
for vehicle towing related to immobilization, based on Sections 11.30.040 and 11.16.320. .

C. The person installing the boot shall leave under the windshield wiper or otherwise
attach to the vehicle a notice advising the owner that the vehicle has been booted by the City of

Seattle for failure to respond, failure to appear at a requested hearing, and failure to pay amounts

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 ' 3
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due for four or more adjudicated parking infractions for at least 45 days from the date of the last
such adjudication issued against the vehicle; that release of the boot may.be obtained by paying
all outstanding penalties, fines, or forfeitures owed relating to all adjudicated violations, plus all
booting, removal, towing, and storage charges and administrative fees; that unless such payment
is made within two business days of the date of the notice, the vehicle will be impounded; that it
is unlawful for any person to remove or attempt to remove the boot, to damage the boot, or to
move the vehicle with the boot attached, unless authorized by the Seattle Police Department or
an authorized agent of the City; and that the owner may seek an administrative review of the
booting by submitting a request to the Seattle Municipal Court within thirty days of the release of}
the boot. The notice shall further state that the vehicle remains subject to impoundment
regardless of whether the owner requests an appeal.

D. The vehicle may be released from immobilization when the vehicle owner or an
agent of the owner pays all outstanding penalties, fines, or fees owed for all parking citations,
plus all immobilization, towing, and storage charges and administrative fees, or enters into a time
payment agreement for the payment thereof. Upon full payment or upon entry into a time
payment agreement, the Seattle Police Department or other authorized agent of the City shall
promptly remove or enable the removal of the boot from the vehicle. If payment is made in full,
the vehicle shall be removed from the scofﬂaw list and shall not be subject to immobilization or
impoundment for the paid citations. Upon entry into a time payment agreement, the vehicle shall
be temporarily removed from the scofflaw list and shall not be subject to immobilization,
provided, however, that the vehicle shall be returned to the scofflaw list and be sﬁbj ect to
immobilization if the owner defaults on the time payment agreement. A regisfered owner who

defaults on a time payment agreement shall not be given another opportunity to make a time

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 ' 4
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payment rarrangement and therefore, payment for all penalties, fines, or fees owed for all parking
citations, plus all_ immobilization, towing, and storage charges and administrative fees shall be
made in full before the vehicle may be removed from the scofflaw list or released from
immobilization or impound.

E. No person other than an authorized employee of the Seattle Police Department or
an authorized agent of the City shall remove or enable the removal of the boot described in
subsection A of this Section from any vehicle on which it has been installed unless the
requirements of subsection D have been met.

F. If the Seattle Police Department or an authorized agent of the City enables the
vehicle owner to remove the boot, the owner shall return the boot to a location designated by the
Department within two calendar days of the removal.

G. No person, other than an authorized employee of the Seattle Police Department or
other authorized agent of the City, shall move, by towing or other means, any vehicle after it has
been immobilized but before the boot has been reméved.

H. The Director of Finance and Administrative Services shall determine and set an
immobilization fee and an administrative fee in amounts such that the sum of such fees do not
exceed the administrative fee for vehicle impoundment under Section 11.30.120. An
administrative fee, if any, shall be levied when the boot is removed. ‘The administrative fee shall
be collected by the contractor releasing the vehicle from immobilization, shall be remitted to the
Department of Finance and Administrative Services, and shall be deposited in an appropriate

account.

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 5
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L A person who fails to return the booting device within the time frame required by
subsection F of this section may be charged a late fee as detetmined by the Directof of Finance -
and Administrative Services.

J. A person who intentionally damages. the booting device may be charged a
replacement fee as determined by the Director of Finance and Administrative Services and also
may be prosecuted for the crime of property destruction under section 12A.08.020.

K. The Director of Finance and Administrative Services shall adopt rules governing
the imposition of fees under this Section 11.35.020.

11.35.030 Post-immobilization review

The registered vehicle owner may seek a post-deprivation review of the immobilization
by submitting a written request to the Seattle Municipal Court within ten days of the placement
of the notice on the vehicle, as established by the notice date. Upon timely receipt of such
written request, the Seattle Municipal Court shall, within a reasonable time as established by the
Court, conduct a review on ;the issue of whether the immobilization was proper and shall issue a
written decision setting forth the reasons on which the decision is based, provided, however, that
any previously adjudicated parking infractions that formed the basis of the vehicle’s scofflaw
status shall not be subject to the review. The person seeking review shall have an opportunity to
present evidence on his or her behalf in accordance with requirements established by the Court.

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2011, Section 11.30.040, as last amended by Ordinance
121525, .is amended as follows:

11.30.040 When a vehicle may be impounded without prior notice.

Form Last Revised onDecember 31, 2007 6
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A. A vehicle may be impounded with or without citation and without giving prior
notice to its owner as required in Section 11.30.060 hereof only under the following

circumstances;

¥k ok

7. When a vehicle is parked in a public right-of-way or on other publicly owned or
cbntrolled property ((in-vielation-efanylaw,-ordinancerorregulation)) and there are four (((4)))
or more parking infractions issued against the vehicle for each of which a person has failed to
respond, failed to appear at a requested heéring, or failed to pay a parking infraction for at least

((forty-five-€))45((3)) days from the date of the filing of the notice of infraction;

ok ok

Section 3. Effective July 1, 2011, Section 11.30.120, as last amended by Ordinance
121525, is amended as follows:

11.30.120 Redemption of impounded vehicles.

Vehicles impounded by the City shall be redeemed only under the following

circumstances:

A. Only the regisfered owner, a person authorized by the registered owner, or one
who has purchased the vehicle from the registered owner, who produces proof of ownership or
authorization and signs a receipt therefore, may redeem an impounded vehicle. A person
redeeming a vehicle impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 must prior to redemption establish)

that he or she has a valid driver's license and is in compliance with Section 11.20.340. A vehicle

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 7
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impounded pursuant to ((Seetion1130-040-A7-er-))Section 11.30.105 can be released only

pursuant to a written ((exder))release authorization from the Seattle Police Department pursuant

to Section 11.30.120 C or a written release authorization or order from Municipal Coutrt pursuant

‘to Section 11.30.120 B or C. ((-eeeutt:))

B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle impounded by the City shall pay the towing
contractor for costs of impoundment (removal, towing, and storage) and administrative fee prior |.
to redeeming such vehicle. Such towing contractor shall accept payment as provided in RCW
46.55.120(1)(b), as now or hereafter amended. If the vehicle was impounded pursuant to Section
11.30.105 and was being operated by the registered owner when it was impounded, it may not be
released to any person until all penalties, fines, or fees owed by the registered owner to the City
of Seattle have been satisfied by payment in full, by establishment of a time payment agreement
with the Municipal Court, or by other means acceptable to the Municipal Court. If the vehicle

was impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.040.A.7. it may not be released to any person until all

penalties, fines, or fees on all parking infractions described in that section, and all booting,

removal, towing, storage, lost boot, and administrative fees charged against the vehicle and owed

by the registered owner to the City of Seattle have been satisﬁed by payment in full or through a

time payment plan. Upon payment in full or fime payment arrangement of such obligations, the

court may issue a written release authorization allowing the vehicle to be released from

impoundment.

*ok ok

Section 4. Prior to the initiation of booting procedures on July 1, 2011, the Seattle

Department of Transportation shall develop and implement a public education campaign to

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 8
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highlight the City’s parking enforcement laws and rules, including the consequences of vehicle

immobilization for not paying citations. |

Fdrm Last Revised on December 31, 2007 9
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 22 day of \Jowvewmnlyene , 2010, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this

L2 dayof N putann bpn, 2010.

President of the City Council

2 x@ |
Approved by me this ﬁ? 2 day of W//’IC/K% ,2010.

o~

,/// e =
Michael M¢Ginn, Mayor

Filed by me this z/__ﬂd_/day of D@C&W ,2010.

i, ——

{7 - <N T ﬁ;J\g.f
) s (47 () éﬁwwww ,,,,,,,
City Clerk

(Seal)
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City of Seattle
Office of the Mayor

September 27,2010

Honorable Richard Conlin
President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2™ Floor

Dear Council President Conlin:

I am transmitting the attached proposed Council Bill for consideration with the 2011 Proposed Budget. This
legislation amends Seattle Municipal Code Title 11 to provide authority for the Seattle Municipal Court and
the Seattle Police Department (SPD) to notify and immobilize vehicles with a new booting program for
vehicles in scofflaw status. Scofflaws are vehicle owners with four or more outstanding parking infractions.
The legislation changes city policy such that scofflaw vehicles found parked within public right-of-way may
be immobilized with a boot. If past-due infractions and booting fee are not paid within 48 hours, then the
vehicle may be towed. Either full payment (initial parking fine, default penalties, interest, and booting and/or
tow fees) or a time-payment arrangement must be agreed upon before a vehicle will be released.

Currently, over 25,000 vehicles are in scofflaw status. About 85% of scofflaw vehicles owe less than $1,000
in fines and penalties to the City. Vehicle owners are given multiple opportunities to contest tickets’ validity,
mitigate fine amounts, and/or be placed on a time payment plan at Seattle Municipal Court. Current code
allows SPD to tow for scofflaw if the vehicle is found in violation of another parking rule. SPD research has
found that nine out of ten vehicles, when found in scofflaw status, are not violating another parking rule.

With the few that can be towed for scofflaw, owners often remove the required impound notice before the tow
can be completed. If impounded, scofflaw violators are not required to pay any citations prior to vehicle
release. Consequently, parking citations are often ignored and accumulate because there is little incentive for
payment, resulting in reduced opportunities for effective parking management. Vehicles in scofflaw often are
found parked in dense business and residential areas including downtown, Capitol Hill, and the University
District, contributing to parking shortfalls for law-abiding residents.

Overall, the Scofflaw Booting program will increase parking availability, promote personal responsibility of
citizens in scofflaw status, and increase parking payment compliance. Thank you for your consideration of
this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact Mary Catherine Snyder with the Seattle
Department of Transportation at 206-684-8110 or Nick Zajchowski at the Seattle Municipal Court at 206-
615-1917.

Sincerely,

%——/ — =l
Michael McGinn
Mayor of Seattle

Michael McGinn, Mayor

Office of the Mayor Tel (206) 684-4000
600 Fourth Avenue, 7th Floor Fax (206) 684-5360 )
PO Box 94749 i TDD (206) 615-0476 w@‘\

Seattle, WA 98124-4749 mike meginn@seattlegov iy
. 'Jih
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SDOT Scofflaw Booting Program FISC
October 12, 2010

Version #6
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2011-2012 BUDGET LEGISLATION FISCAL NOTE
Department: | Contact Person/Phone: CBO Analyst/Phone:
| Transportation (SDOT) | Mary Catherine Snyder / 684-8110 | Steve Barham / 733-9084 |

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to enforcement and timely payment of parking
infractions; providing authority for the Seattle Police Department to immobilize and impound
vehicles with four or more outstanding parking infractions when in a public right-of-way or on
public property; establishing notice, payment, vehicle release, public education and
administrative review requirements and procedures; adding a new Chapter 11.35 to the Seattle
Municipal Code; and, amending Seattle Municipal Code Sections 11.30.040 and 11.30.120.

Summary of the Legislation: This legislation amends Seattle Municipal Code Title 11 to
provide authority for the Seattle Municipal Court and the Seattle Police Department (SPD) to
notify and immobilize vehicles with a new booting program for vehicles in scofflaw status.
Scofflaws are vehicle owners with four or more outstanding parking infractions. The legislation
changes city policy such that scofflaw vehicles found parked within public right-of-way may be
immobilized with a boot. If past-due infractions and booting fee are not paid within 48 hours,
then the vehicle may be towed. Either full payment (initial parking fine, default penalties,
interest, and booting and/or tow fees) or a time-payment arrangement must be agreed upon
before a vehicle will be released.

Background: Currently, over 25,000 vehicles are in scofflaw status. Approximately 85% of
scofflaw vehicles owe less than $1,000 in fines and penalties to the City. Vehicle owners have
been given multiple opportunities to contest the tickets’ validity, mitigate fine amounts, and/or
be placed on a time payment plan at Seattle Municipal Court. Current code allows SPD to tow
vehicles in scofflaw status if the vehicle is found in violation of another parking regulation. SPD
research has found that nine out of ten vehicles, when found in scofflaw status, are not violating
another parking rule. With the few that can be towed for scofflaw, owners often remove the
required impound notice before the tow can be completed. If impounded, scofflaw violators are
not required to pay any citations prior to vehicle release. Consequently, parking citations are
often ignored and accumulate because there is little incentive for payment, resulting in reduced
opportunities for effective parking management. Vehicles in scofflaw status often are found
parked in dense business and residential areas including downtown, Capitol Hill, and the U-
District, contributing to parking shortfalls for law-abiding residents.

New Scofflaw Booting Program: .
The legislation will authorize immobilization of scofflaw vehicles as an alternative to impound.
It will also require full payment (up front or through time payment) of outstanding fees and fines
. once a vehicle has been immobilized or impounded. The Scofflaw Booting program is intended

to provide:

e accountability for those with large number of outstanding parking infractions

e due process of law for those charged with scofflaw violations

e a cost-efficient program for Seattle taxpayers
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. & deterrence for future scofflaw violations
e improved compliance with City on-street parking regulations, including abandoned
vehicle rules

In the first quarter of 2011, the Seattle Municipal Court will notify all individuals with vehicles
on the scofflaw list of the new consequences of failure to pay outstanding infractions. Booting is
expected to commence July 1, 2011. As currently envisioned, upon payment of all fines in
collections and a booting fee, the self-release mechanism on the boot would be enabled. The boot
would be returned to one of three designated drop off locations. A time-payment option would
also be available. If citizens chose not to have the boot removed, the vehicle may be impounded
after 48 hours after being booted.

The Seattle Department of Transportation will be responsible for public education campaign at
the launch of the Scofflaw Booting program. Materials will highlight the City’s parking
enforcement rules (i.e., “where I can and cannot park legally”) including the consequences of
vehicle immobilization for not paying citations.

e Please check one of the following:

This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)

X This legislation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant sections that
Jfollow.)

Summary of Changes to Revenue Generated Specifically From This Legislation:
Revenue Source 2011 Proposed 2012 Proposed

Total Fees and
Charges
Resulting From - N/A N/A
Passage of This
Ordinance

Notes: N/A
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Anticipated Total Revenue from Entire Program, Including Changes Resulting From This
Legislation:

Fund Name and Number Revenue Source Total 2011 Total 2011 and 2012
Revenue Anticipated Revenue
from Entire Program

Increased Payment

General Subfund (00100) of Parking $1,687,000 $3,715,000
Infractions
Increased Parking
General Subfund (00100) | Meter Payment $170,000 $520,000
Compliance
TOTAL $1,857,000 $4,235,000

What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation? Without passage of this
legislation, poor payment compliance for parking citations would continue. The City would not
be able to take advantage of best practices in parking enforcement management.

Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
In addition to the Seattle Department of Transportation, the following City departments and
branches of government are involved:
o Seattle Police Department — responsible for immobilization
e Seattle Municipal Court — responsible for parking citation adjudication, maintenance of
scofflaw list, issuing notifications, and establishment and management of the vendor
‘ contract for the immobilization program
e Department of Finance and Administrative Services — responsible for the City towing
contract '

What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or similar
objectives? None.

Is the legislation subject to public hearing requiremehts No.

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation): The public education
campaign to accompany the Scofflaw Booting program will include a proactive effort to ensure
Race and Social Justice principles are incorporated into the program:

- Brochures and other materials translated into the City’s Tier 1 languages
- Public service notices in ethnic newspapers and other media outlets
- Media coverage sought for ethnic news media

List attachments to the fiscal note below: None.
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CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE
Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12 day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed

notice, a
CT:123447 ORDINANCE
was published on

12/16/10

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is /t.he sum of § 484.58, which amount

has been paid in full. ’}\iﬁ\ /ﬁ‘l
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City of Seattle

ORDINANCE 123447

AN ORDINANCE relating to enforcement
and timely payment of parking infractions;
iding authority bciffir thed_ mﬁe
i;spartment to immomlize and 1 -
cles with four or more outstanding ?arking
infractions when in a public right-of-way or
on public property; establishing notice, pay-
ment, vehicle release, public education and
administrative review requirements
procedures; adding a newe&hapter 11.35 to
the Seattle Municipal Code; and, amending
Seattle Municipal Code Sections 11.30.040
and 11.30.120.

WHEREAS, RCW 46.55.240(1)(a) autho-
rizes a city to authorize by ordinance the
impoundment of vehicles from the public
rigit-uf-way or other tiuhlicly owned or con-
trolled property in such situations as the city
may prescribe; and

WHEREAS, parking in the public right-
of- way is lated to promote traffic safety,
enhance flow and, in certain areas of
high demand for parking such as business
and residential districts, to fairly allocate
parking spaces by regulating, charging for
or limiting parking time; and

WHEREAS, a more efficient enforcement

gram for those vehicles in scofflaw with

r Or more outstandinfoparking citations,
is necessary to better allocate limited park-
ing resources; and

WHEREAS, although the great majority
of those receiving parking citations respond
appropriately, some vehicles are repeatedly
tii ed for parking violations that are then
not gaid. thereby, negatively impacting traf-
fic flow, access to curbspace, and parking
turnover; and

WHEREAS, the nature of these parking
problems calls for efforts, in certain cases, to
im*obilize or remove these vehicles from the

ublic right-of-way to allow others to make
awiul use of available parking spaces; NOW
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A new Chapter 11.35 is added

. to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

11.35 IMMOBILIZATION
11.35.010 Scofflaw list

A. When there are four or more parkin
citations issued against a vehicle for each o!
which a person has failed to respond, failed
to appear at a requested hearing, or failed
to pay amounts due for at least 45 days from
the ?ate of the filing of each of those cita-
tions, the Seattle Municipal Court shall place
the vehicle on a list of scofflaws, and shall
mail, by first class mail, a notice to the last
Lknown registered owner of the vehicle, as dis-
closed by the vehicle license number as pro-
vided by the Washington State Department
of Li.censini or equivalent vehicle licensing
agency of the state in which the vehicle is
registered.

B. The registered wehicle owner may
request an administrative review at the
Seattle Municipal Court at any time that
the vehicle is on the scofflaw list until the
vehicle has been immobilized or impounded.
The review should only examine whether the
vehicle is properly en the scofflaw list and
shall not review the underlying citations that
caused the vehicle to be included on the scoff-
law list. The vehicle shall be removed from
the list only ugn a showing by the registered

er:

owner that eif

1. fewer than four of the citations that
caused the vehicle to be included on the
scofflaw list were committed while the cur- |
rent registered owner was the legal owner of
the vehicle; or

2. all amounts due pertaining to the cita-
tions that met the criteria for scofflaw under
?eﬁﬁm 11.35.010 A have been satisfied in

ull.

State of Washington, King County

C. A vehicle shall remain on the seofflav.
list until all
relating to all parking citations, plus all
immobilization, towing, and storage charg-
es and administrative fees have been paid,/
or a time ment plan has been arranged
with the Seattle Municipal Court or Niie{b
rized agent. )

D. When a time Fayment plan is creat-
ed, the subject vehicle shall be temporarily
removed from the scofflaw list and the pay.
ment amounts shall be applied on a pro rata
basis until all pen‘alti.e_s,p?ines or fees owad
relating to all parking citations are satiafied.
A vehicle that has been temporarily removed
from the scofflaw list shall be returned to the
list if the owner defaults on the time payment

ttle Mu

ement, in accordance with guidelines
8 oo seipal Cat

11.35.020 Immobilization

A, Effective July 1, 2011 and thereafter,
if the notice requirements under Section
11.35.010 A have been met, and if parked in
public right-of-way or on other publicly owned
or con ed property, a vehicle on the scoff-
law list may be immobilized by installing
an such vehicle a device known as a “boot,
which clamps and locks onto the vehicle wheel
and impedes vehicle t. If a vehicle
is immobilized, it shall not be released until
full payment has been made, or a time pay-
ment agreement has been entered into fwiyll
outstanding penalties, fines, or fees owed for
all parking citations, plus all immobilization,
towing, and storage and administra-
tive faes.

B. Any vehicle that remains booted for
48 hours or more, not including any of the
48 hours from the beginning of Saturday
until the end of Sunday, or which becomes
illegally parked while booted, shall be sub-
,éec: to towing and iz,lla%oundment rsuant to
ection 11.30.040. The Seattle Department
of Transportation and Seattle Police
Department shall issue joint guidelines for
cle towing related to immobilization,
based on Sections 11.30.040 and 11.16.320.

C. The person installing the boot shall
leave under the windshield wiper or other-
wise attach to the vehicle a notice advisin,

the owner that the vehicle has been boot
by the City of Seattle for failure to respond,
failure to appear at a requested hearing, and
failure to pay amounts due for four or more
adjudicated parking infractions for at least
45 days from the date of the last such adjudi-
cation issued against the vehicle; that release
of the boot may be obtained by paying all out-
standing penalties, fineg, or forfeitures owed
relating to all adjudicated violations, plus all
booting, removal, towing, and storage charg-
es and administrative fees; that unless suc!
payment is made within two business days
of the date of the notice, the wehicle will be
impounded; that it is unlawful for any person
to remove or attempt to remove the boot, to
damage the boot, or to move the vehicle with
the boot attached, unless authorized by the
Seattle Police Department or an authorized
agent of the City; and that the owner may
seck an administrative review of the boot-
ing by submitting a request to the Seattle
Municipal Court within thirty of the
release of the boot. The notice shall fur-
ther state that the vehicle remains subject
to impoundment regardless of whether the
owner requests an appeal.

D. The vehicle may be released from
immobilization when the vehicle owner or
an agent of the owner pays all outstanding

penalties, fines, or fees owed for all parking aﬂ

citations, plus all immobilization, towing,
and storage charges and administrative fees,
or enters into a time payment agreement for
the payment thereof. Upon full payment or
upon entry into a time payment agreement,
th:egeatﬂe l;}:hge ]é}epargmﬁnt or O&J; autho-
rized agent of the City shall promptly remove
or enagle‘;‘the removal of the boot from the
vehicle, If payment is mada in full, the vehi-
cle shall be removed from the scofflaw list
and shali m\t_lje subject to immobilization

enalties, fines, or fees owed —

or impoundment for the paid citations. Upon
entry into a time payment agreement, the
vehicle shall be temporarily removed from
the scofflaw list and shall not be ject to

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2011, Section
11.30.040, as last amended by Ordinance
121526, is amended as follows:

11.30.040 When a vehicle may be
impounded without prior notice.

A. A vehicle may be impounded with or
without citation and without giving prior
notice to ite owner as required in Section
11.80.060 hereof only un the following
circumstances:

ik

7. When a vehicle is parked in a public
rig]g::l:{;v;ay or on c(»Eher publicly owned or
con operty ((invictatiornrof any taw.

i p‘: : 1 Y‘;‘ “L:rlet_i there are fwé

¥) or more parking infractions issue
gg{:*inat the vehicle for each of which a per-
son has failed to respond, failed to appear at
a requested hsaﬁnﬁ:;w failed to pay a park-
ing infraction for at least ((forty-five-0)45((3)
days from the date of the filing of the notice

of infraction; j

i s

Section 8. Effective July 1, 2011, Section
11.80.120, as last amended by Ordinance
121525, is amended as follows: R

L11.‘lil:I.12l) Red tion of imp ded

immobilization, provided, however, that the
vehicle shall be returned to the scofflaw
list and be subject to immobilization if the
owner defaults on the time ggyment agree-
ment. A registered owner who defaults on 2
time payment agreement shall not be given
another opportunity to make a time payment
arrangement and tierefore‘ payment for all
penalties, fines, or fees owed for all parking
citations, plus all immobilization, towing.
and g and administrative fees

torage charges
ghall be made in full before the vehicle may

Vehicles impounded by the City shall be
redeemed only under the following circum-
stances:

A. Only the registered owner, a person
authorized by the registered owner, or one
who has pu sed the vehicle from the reg-
istered owner, who produces proof of own-
ership or authorization and signs a receipt
therefore, may redeem an impounded vehi-
cle. A person redeeming a vehicle impound-
ed pu t to Section 11.30.105 must prior

be removed from the scofflaw list or rel |

Tt

from im ion or imp:

E. No person other than an authorized
employee of the Seattle Police artment or
an authorized agent of the City 1 remove

or enable the removal of the boot described
in subsection A of this Section from any
vehicle on which it has been installed unless
the requir ts of subsect
met.

F. If the Seattle Police Department or
an authorized agent of the City enables the
wvehicle owner to remove the boot, owner
ghall return the boot to a location designated

the Department within two calendar days
of the removal.

G. No person, other than an authorized
employee of the Seattle Police Department
or other authorized agent of the City, shall
move, by towing or other means, any vehicle
after it has been immobilized but before the
boot has been removed.

H. The Director of Finance and
Administrative Services shall determine
and set an immobilization fee and an admin-
istrative fee in amounts such that the sum of
such fees do not exceed the administrative
fee for vehicle impoundment under Sect
11.30.120. An administrative fee, if any,
shall be levied when the boot is removed.
The administrative fee shall be collected
by the contractor releasing the vehicle from
immohbilization, shall be remitted to the
Department of Finance and Administrative
Services, and shall be deposited in an appro-
priate account.

L. A person who fails to return the boot-
ing device within the time frame required by
suisection F of this section may be charged
a late fee as determined by the Director of
Finance and Administrative Servicea.

J. A person who intentionally damages the
booti t

D have been

to redemption establish that he or she has
a valid driver’s license and is in compliance
with Section 11.20.340. A \ﬁhﬂe :2])::2:1:1-

(Sect: 257 or

ed pursuant to ({l

Section 11.30.105 can be r;l;ased only pur-
L)mnt to a written ({ release authori-
jon from the Seattle Police Department
ign 11.80.120 C or a written

ATRA L Orael QI T

zation

((-=court))

B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle
impoundesé the City shall the towing
contractor for costs of impoundment (removal,
towing, and storage) and administrative fee
prier to redeeming such vehicle. Such toﬂymg
tontractor shall accept payment as provide
in RCW 43.5&120(1?0:]_. 28 NOw or hereaf-
ter amended. If the vehicle was impounded
pursuant to Section 11.30.106 and was being
operated by the registered owner when it was
impou it may not be released to any per-
son until all penalties, fines, or fees owed by
the registered owner to the City of Seattle
have been satisfied by payment in full, by
establishment of & time payment agreement
with the Munic‘ﬁal Court, or by other means

otable to t

a Mu 1 Court. m

hicle was impound

of such ob ;
sue 4 written release E
m'm%"nﬁgmm; vehicle to be released from

ks

Section 4. Prier to the initiation of boot -

‘ugedevioe may be charged a replac
fee as determined by the Director of Finance
and Administrative Services and also may be
prosecuted for the crime of &nroperty destruc-
tion under section 12A.08.020.

E. The Director of Finance and
Administrative Services shall adopt rules

ing the imposition of fees under this
g‘;‘;tion 15,35.020,_

11.35.030 Post-immobilization
review

The registered vehicle owner may seek a
post-deprivation review of the immobiliza-
tion bmitting a written request to the
Seattle Municipal Court within ten dsﬁs of
tha placement of the notice on the vehicle, as
established by the notice date. Upon timely
receipt of suci written request, Seattle
Municipal Court shall, within a reasonable
time as established by the Court, conduct a
review on the issue of whether the immobili-
zation was proper and shall issue a written
decision setting forth the reasons on which
the decision is based,dpruv'xded, however, that
any previously adjudicated parking infrac-
tions that formed the basis of the vehicle's
scofflaw status shall not be subject to the
review. The person seeking review shall have
an opportunity to present evidence on his or
her behalf in accordance with requirements
established by the Court.

i T on July 1, 2011, the Seattle
De Frtment of Transportation shall develop
ol gt b odveaton smpgy
to highlight the City’s parking enl
law;gaandgrulae, including the consequences
of vehicle immobilization for not paying cita-
tions. ]

tion 5. This ordinance shall take
eﬁa%:’:nld be in force 30 days from and aﬂ.s;
its approval by the Mayor, but if not epprove
and returned by the Mayor within ten days
after presentation, it shall take effect as
providga by Seattle Municipal Code Section
1.04.020.

ed by the City Council the 22nd day
of l\TPo:':f:uhers.'Zow. and signed by me in open

jon in authentication of its p ge this

294 day of November, 2010.

Richard Conlin

President of the City Council

Appmvedbymsthis?.nddayoft’December,
2010.

Michael McGinn, Mayor

Filed by me this 2nd day of December,

(Seal) Monica Martinez-Simmons
City Clerk

Publication ordered by the City Clerk
Date of publication in the Seattle Daily

ber 16, 2010.
Journal of Commerce, Decem &2rf 16464509
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to enforcement and timely payment of garking infractions; providing
authority ¥or the Seattle Police Department to immobilizg/and impound vehicles with four
or more outManding parking infractions when in a publit right-of-way or on public
property; establishing notice, payment, vehicle releasg, public education and
administrative rexiew requirements and proceduresyadding a new Chapter 11.35 to the
Seattle Municipal Qode; and, amending Seattle Mfnicipal Code Sections 11.30.040 and
11.30.120. :

WHEREAS, RCW 46.55.240(1)(a) authorizes a city/o authorize by ordinance the impoundment
of vehicles from the publi¥ right-of-way or 6ther publicly owned or controlled property in|
such situations as the city may prescribe; And

WHEREAS, parking in the public right-of- wa# is regulated to promote traffic safety, enhance
traffic flow and, in certain area¥ of high demand for parking such as business and
residential districts, to fairly allocatg parking spaces by regulating, charging for or
limiting parking time; and

WHEREAS, a more efficient enforcemént pyogram for those vehicles in scofflaw with four or
more outstanding parking citagions, iS\necessary to better allocate limited parking
resources; and ‘

WHEREAS, although the great nfajority of those\receiving parking citations respond
appropriately, some vehicles are repeatedly\ticketed for parking violations and are then
not paid, thereby, negatively impacting traffi¢ flow, access to curbspace, and parking
turnover; and

WHEREAS, the nature of these parking problems calls §gr efforts, in certain cases, to
immobilize or témove these vehicles from the pub¥c right-of-way to allow others to
make lawful yse of available parking spaces; NOW YHEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A new Chapter 11.35 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

11.35 IMMOBILIZATION

11.35.010 Scofflaw list

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 1
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A. Whyn there are four or more parking citations issued against a vehicle for each of

which a person has fatled to respond, failed to appear at a requésted hearing, or failed to pay

amounts due for at least 43\days from the date of the filing of each of those citations, the Seattle

Municipal Court shall place thy vehicle on a list of scofflaws,/and shall mail, by first class mail, aj

notice to the last known registered\owner of the vehicle, a€ disclosed by the vehicle license

number as provided by the Washingtyn State Departv nt of Licensing or equivalent vehicle
licensing agency of the state in which the vehicle ig/registered.

B. The registered vehicle owNer may request an administrative review at the Seattle
Municipal Court at any time that the vehiclg #s on the scofflaw list until the vehicle has been
immob_ilized or impounded. The review ghould only examine whether the vehicle is properly on
the scofflaw list and shall not review t ing citations that caused the vehicle to be
included on the écofﬂaw list. The v£hicle shall b§ removed from the list only upon a showing by
the registered owner that either: |

1. fewer than fouf of the citations that caused the vehicle to be included on the
scofflaw list were committéd while the current registered\gwner was the legal owner of the
vehicle; or

2. all anmfounts due pertaining to the citations that met the criteria for scofflaw under
Section 11.35.010/A have been satisfied in full.

C. A wehicle shall remain on the scofflaw list until all pepalties, fines, or fees owed
relating to all parking citations, plus all immobilization, towing, and storage charges and

administrative fees have been paid, or a time payment plan has been arranged with the Seattle

Municipal Court or authorized agent.

Form Last Revised on December 31, 2007 2
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SDOT Scofflaw Booting Program ORD
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Version #5a

D. When a time payment plan is created, the subject vehicle shall/be temporarily
removed from the Ycofflaw list and the payment amounts shall be applied oh a pro rata basis until
all parking citations a¥e satisfied. A vehicle that has been temporarily r¢gmoved from the
scofflaw list shall be rétu ed to the list if the owner defaults on the tfme paymeﬁt agreement, in
accordance with guidelines adopted by the Seattle Municipal Cougt.

11.35.020 Immobilization

A. Effective July 1, 200 1 and thereafter, if the ngtice requirements under Section
11.35.010 A have been met, and if parked in public right-6f-way or on other publicly owned or
controlled property, a vehicle on the sgofflaw list may Jpe immobilized by installing on such
vehicle a device known as a "boot," whigh clamps ad locks onto the vehicle wheel and impedes
vehicle movement, If a vehicle is immobjlized, it&hall not be released until full payment has
been made, or a time payment agreement has bgen e‘ntered into for all outstanding penalties,
fines, or fees owed for all parking citations, plus all immobilization, towing, and storage charges
and administrative fees.

B. Any vehicle that remains/booted\for 48 hours or more, or which becomes illegally
parked while booted, shall be subject o towing and iﬁlpoundment pursuant to Section 11.30.040.
The Seattle Department of Transpoytation and Seate Police Department shall issue joint
guideline‘s for vehicle towing relgted to immobilizatidp, based on Se.ctions 11.30.040 and
11.16.320.

C. The person igstalling the boot shall leave uhder the windshield wiper or otherwise
attach to the vehicle é nofice advising the owner that the vehigle has been booted by the City of
Seattle for failure to r¢spond, failure to appear at a requested heaxing, and failure to pay amounts

due for four or more adjudicated parking infractions for at least 45 days from the date of the last
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such adjudication issued against the vehicle; that release of the boot may be obtained by paying
all outstanding penalties, fines, or forfeitures owed relating to all adjdicated violations, plus all
booting, rexnoval, towing, and storage charges and administrative/ees; that unless such payment
is made withix two business days of the date of the notice, theehicle will be impounded; that it
is unlawful for ah person to remove or attempt to remove the boot, to damage the boot, or to
move the vehicle with the boot attached, unless authorizéd by the Seattle Police Department or
an authorized agent of the City; and that the owner may seek an administrative review of the
booting by submitﬁng a request to the Seattle Munfcipal Court within thirty days of the release of

the boot. The notice shall further state that the yehicle remains subject to impoundment

| regardless of whether the owner Yequests an gppeal.

D. The vehicle may be eleased from immobilization when the vehicle owner or an
agent of the owner pays all outstanding penalties, fines, or fees owed for all parking citations,
plus all immobilization, towing, and sfoage charges and administrative fees, or enters into a time
payment agreement for the paymeny'theredf. Upon full payment or upon entry into a time
payment agreement, the Seattle Pplice Depar{ment or other authorized agent of the City shall
promptly remove or enable the/removal of the Bpot from the vehicle. If payment is made in full,
the vehicle shall be removed/from the scofflaw lishand shall not be subject to immobilization or
impoundment for the paid/citations. Upon entry into\a time payment agreement, the vehicle shall
be temporarily 1‘emove from the scofflaw list and shall\iot be subject to immobilization,
provided, however, that the vehicle shall be returned to the\scofflaw list and be subject to
immobilization if thé-owner defaults on the time payment agrégment. A registered owner who
defaults on a time payment agreement shall not be given anotherQpportunity to make a time

payment arrangement and therefore, payment for all penaltieé, fines)or fees owed for all parking
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citations, plus all immobilization, towing, and storage charges and admyjinistrative fees shall be

made in full befyre the vehicle may be removed from the scofflaw }st or released from
immobilization or tmpound.
other than an authorized employee/of the Seattle Police Department or

an authorized agent of the Gjty shall remove or enable thg¢/removal of the boot described in

subsection A of this Section from any vehicle on whiclf it has been installed unless the
requirements of subsection D havg been met.

F. If the Seattle Police Department oy/an authorized agent of the City enables the
vehicle owner to remove the boot, the dwner shiall return the boot to a location designated by the
Department within two calendar days of the removal.

G. No person, other than an aythorized employee of the Seattle Police Department or
other authorized agent of the City, shall move, by towing or other means, any vehicle after it has
been immobilized but before the boot/has been reoved.

H. The Director of Finafice and Administrative Services shall determine and set an

immobilization fee and an adminfstrative fee in amoundg such that the sum of such fees do not
exceed the administrative fee fOr vehicle impoundment under Section 11.30.120. An
administrative fee, if any, shfall be levied when the boot is retqoved. The administrative fee shall
be collected by the contrattor releasing the vehicle from immobiization, shall be remitted to the
Department of Finance/and Administrative Services, and shall be dgposited in an appropriate

account.

L A person who fails to return the booting device within the Rime frame required by

subsection F of this section may be prosecuted for the crime of theft under section 12A.08.060.
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J. A person who intentionally damages the booting device may be prosecuted for the
crime of property destruction under section 12A.08.020.

11.35.030 Rost-immobilization review

The registered ¥ehicle owner may seek a post-deprivation revigw of the immobilization
by submitting a written request to the Seattle Municipal Court within ten days of the placement
of the notice on the vehicle, as gstablished by the notice date. JJpon timely receipt of such
written request, the Seattle Municipal Court shall, within a geasonable time as established by the
Court, conduct a review on the issue of whether the immyobilization was proper and shall issue a
written decision setting forth the reasons\on which th¢ decision is based, provided, however, that
any previously adjudicated parking infractipns that formed the basis of the vehicle’s scofflaw
status shall not be subject to the review. The\pgrson secking review shall have an opportunity to
present evidence on his or her behalf in accofdance with requirements established by the Court.

Section 2. Effective July 1, 2011./Section\11.30.040, as last aniended by Ordinance
121525, is amended as follows:

11.30.040 When a vehicle may be impounded without prior notice.

A. A vehicle may be/impounded with or with§ut citation and without giving prior
notice to its owner as required in Section 11.30.060 hereof oxly under the following
circumstances:

ok ok

7. Wher a vehicle is parked in a public right-of-way or on other publicly owned or

controlled property ((in-vielation-efanylaw,ordinance;orregulation)) and there are four (((4)))

or more parking infractions issued against the vehicle for each of which a person has failed to
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respond, failed to appear at a requested hearing, or failed to pay a parking jifraction for at least

((Forty-five))4X(())) days from the date of the filing of the notice of infraction;

ko

Section 3. Effective July 1, 2011, Section 11.30.420, as last amended by Ordinance
121525, is amended as follo

11.30.120 Redemption 9f impounded velicles.

Vehicles impounded by the\City shall be/redeemed only under the following

circumstances;

A. . Only the registered ownef) a person authorized by the registered owner, or one
who has purchased the vehicle from the registered owner, who produces proof of ownership or
authorizatiop and signs a receipt thérefore, may redeem an impounded vehicle. A person
redeeming a vehicle impounded/pursuant to Sectjon 11.30.105 must prior to redemption establish
that he or she has a valid driver's license and is in dompliance with Section 11.20.340. A vehicle
impounded pursuant to ((Seetion14-30:040-A7-or-))Section 11.<30. 105 can be released only

pursuant to a written ((efder-))release authorization frody the Seattle Police Department pursuant

to Section 11.30.120 ¢ or a written release authorization or order from Municipal Court pursuant

to Section 11.30.120 : or C. ((-aecouzt.))

B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle impounded by the City shall pay the towing

contractor for costs of impoundment (removal, towing, and storage) and administrative fee prior
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to redeeming uch vehicle. Such towing contractor shall accept payment as provided in RCW

46.55.120(1)(b)\as now or hereafter amended. If the vehicle was impoundedpursuant to Section

11.30.105 and was\peing operated by the registered owner when it was igdpounded, it may not be
released to any person\yntil all penalties, fines, or fees owed by the redistered owner to the City
of Seattle have been satisfigd by payment in full, by establishment 6f a time payment agreement

with the Municipal Court, or by other means acceptable to the Municipal Court. If the vehicle

was impounded pursuant to Séctl n 11.30.040.A.7, it may not be released to any person until all

penalties, fines, or fees on all park%g infractions described/in that section, and all booting,

removal, towing, storage, lost boot, a& administrative fe/es charged against the vehicle and owed

by the registered owner to the City of Ss&ttle have beZn satisfied by payment in full or through a

time payment plan. Upon payment in full & time payment arrangement of such obligations, the

court may issue a written release authorizatisn a}éwing the vehicle to be released from -

impoundment.

Section 4. Prior to the initiatiod of booting procadures on July 1, 2011, the Seattle
Department of Transportation shall develop and implement & public education campaign to
highlight the City’s parking enfoycement laws and rules, includiyg the consequences of vehicle

immobilization for not paying/citations.
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its

approval by th Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after

presentation, it shill take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council'the day of , 2010, and signed by

me in open session in authentication of its passage this

day of

rosident of the City Council

Approved by me this day o , 2010.

Michael McGinn, Wayor

Filed by me this \2010.

City Clerk \\

(Seal)
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